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’ACKFM MURNERS RAPPER

eteran hip hop artist on Q has been arrested for the murder of f
ell known HIS accomplice is said to be none ,
*~—-=uq Domingo, best know for ‘
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Baby Blue

baby blue

How many times have you bought an album only to find out that the three tracks you'd actually heard were
the only three tracks actually worth listening to? Regardless, quality control is one of the Tenets of the New
Hip Hop. EVERY track from EVERY album is TIGHT — NO exceptions. This means that the lyrics, delivery,
production, artwork and concepts are all flawlessly thought out and perfectly executed. By maintaining such
high quality, not only occasionally but consistently, the songs have a much greater chance of attracting
attention of new listeners whilst satisfying their demands on the broader scale. This means that people are
more likely to love and cherish a QN5 album — so people are more likely to want to legally own it. My physical
copy of Archetype, even though it's not signed or does not have any individual significance, is one of my
most prized possessions.

NOBODY is touching QNS for fan relations and respect.
Where to start? The fact they personally update a blog 5
times a week? (well.. kinda) The fact they constantly give
updates and exclusive news on Twitter? post on their own
forums and speak personally to the people that admire them?
The list goes on and on but the situation is remarkable.
Recently, if you've been following the forums, you would have
seen two separate instances where, because of unfortunate QNS on Twitter... | twitter.com/qn5

and unrelated incidents, the artists have personally sent out , Tonedeff | twitter.com/tonedeff
replacement copies of their albums...signed, with no cost — Cricoandiiie Man [* twiltercem/chiceghdipemsn

just to compensate their supporters loss. Now what this Rig ) by Gy Ko
J P PP ; Deacon the Villain | twitter.com/DeacTheSneak

means is not only that the people involved are going to PackFM | twitter.com/PackFM
appreciate and admire the artists even more, but everyone Substantial | twitter.com/substizzle
who’s witnessed these occurrences will too. | can’t think off Mr. SOS | twitter.com/Mr_SOS
the top of my head of any other artists that actually have a Kokayi | twitter.com/kokayi
genuine ‘relationship’ with the supporters that resembles Squijee | twitter.com/Squijee

anything like this.

At the end of the day, fans don’t want to be treated like a number. By treating the blueschoolers with so much
respect, QNS5 have built a loyal fan base that would gladly go above & beyond the normal call of duty just to
show the love.
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. Just take a few minutes to listen to the lyrics of the
@) QNS5 MUSIC* ‘Napster Anthem’. People are always reluctant to big
changes but the industry needs to adapt, somehow. QN5
know the deal and they work around it. For a start, they
encourage the sharing of music. They understand the way
that the internet has revolutionised the way we discover
new artists — and instead of trying to fight the natural flow
of things, they’re using the momentum to their own advan-
UONBIOTRENRA. | SN il tage. They do this by constantly giving us free songs
and encouraging us to share them with as many people |
as possible, as well as making lots of their music available
to listen to on various web- sites. The internet pirates will
never be stopped, so the solution is to stop looking at the
situation negatively and think of how you can turn it into
something positive.

VIDEO EVENTS ARTISTS ¥ co

> I’m Here (f/ Gods’llla & Kokayi) — Sub

Happy Fathers Day!

The truth is if you're not already hooked on the quality of the music, realistic approach and respect for the
fans, then the incentives they provide for their support surely have to seal the deal. Every time a new album
comes out they release exclusive pre-order bonuses strictly for the fans. It's no economical benefit for them
to do so, it's just for the love and respect of the fans support. By giving these things out (as if the quality of
the music alone wasn't enough) they encourage people to buy straight away. This is such a simple, selfless,
respectable thing to do and as a result is such a genius piece of marketing.

The worst gig | ever went to was a rock show in my
home town. The band’'s music was quite good, but
live they were nothing short of abysmal. Absolutely
no crowd interaction, no energy, no enthus-
iasm.. just a few dudes sitting there, smoking,
drinking, looking bored.

I’'ve been to my first QN5 gig and | am HOOKED.
I've seen plenty of heavy rock gigs with less
atmosphere than Cunninlynguists in London. All
of the best gigs I've ever been to are when you can
see how happy the artists are to actually be there.
When they look like they sincerely mean and feel
the words they're saying, that's when the connection
really hits home — the 3D effect you can’t ever get
from pirated album downloads. And from what I've
seen and heard, QNS absolutely jack-hammers this
nail on its proverbial head. Constant energy, involv-
ing the crowd in the songs, cracking jokes, doing
skits, encouraging people to stop hanging around
with their arms crossed and tear the place down.
QNS5 Live is not really a show or a gig, it’s an
experience.
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All of those things combined make the greatest, most supportive fans in the world. Blueschoolers buy all the
music, pre-order multiple copies of all the albums, send threatening letters to big companies and MTV hosts,
click mindlessly for hours to win votes, bring all their friends to shows and travel miles (or thousands of miles!)
to see them live.

To focus and end on an earlier point, file sharing and illegal downloaders won'’t go away. For every security
measure that’s introduced, another loop hole is exposed. The music industry itself is sluggishly adapting to
the digital age, but in the mean time, if the artists really feel like they're suffering — then they can stop being
lazy and do something about it. People will buy music if they feel like they’re getting value and that their
support is truly appreciated by the artists - And there’s a lot people can learn from QN5’s examples in this way.

Special Thanks

Chris Rhee & Neat Focus www.neatfocus.com
Darren Nanos www.justavisual.net
www.northerntouchblog.com
www.sapphicsoul.com

The Blue School Community www.qn5.com/discuss
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